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In late sarch,i1945, the 62d Airborne Division was engazed in 
training activities at its base camps at SISSON.E, Suippus and LaQh, : : 
FAance, Reorganization under a new Table of Organization was under 
way and 2 schedule of intensive airborne training was bein carried 
out. Experimonts also were being conducted with now equipuent, 
including the rccoiliess 57am zun. Several tentative airborne 
‘missions were in the plaaning stage at Division Headquarters at 
“SISSON. . 3 


Late in the afternoon of 50 March, the Division tana nde or,  Yafor 
Gensral James ii. GAVIN was called to XVIII Corps (Airborne) head- Ua 
‘quarters at EPERNAY, FA.NO#. Hero ho reecived instructions to the 25 
effect that the 82d and 10lset Airborne Divisions were to concentrate 
Southwest of BOLN, leas Qn 31 March the 8ed Airborne Division eee 
was attached to the F iftventh U. &. Army at 1400. and given tne 
‘mission to patrol a section of the West bank: of the RHINE River. 
This river was the wostern boundary of a huge "pocket" of GERMAN 
resistance in the RUHR area. iside from patrols the Division probably 
would not cross the river. Movoment of the Division ta the new area 


would begin on or about 3 April. 


} 


ae - SECTION TT ++ NARRATIVE 


l. APRIL: The Division Comaander, G-l, G-3 anda small group — 
of staf? officers and key enlisted won doyarted for the new Division - 
area by plane during tho day. Gensral Gavi reported first to ‘the 
Commanding General, Fiftoonth Army, and then to the Comuonding General, 
5 ; = ae Sale cale eect ter ; 
XXII Corps. He also conferred with the Comanding Goneral, 86th Inf- 
antry Division which the 62d Airborno Division was +o roliove on ee 
the oes bank of the RHINE River on or about the night of 4-5 April, 


at base canis plans wore comploted for the moveuent of the Acas 
Division which, it was learned during tho day, would hegan 2 April. 
ho Division by rail and motor began at 


2 APRIL: ovement of 
7g, SUIPPES and LAON betwoen one ; . 


eS 
0500. ight trains loft SISSOi7 
and 0807. iiost of the motor och 


solons clesed into new ot Reed . 
2400. Division Headquarters was established at WEIDIN, GERHART, a Fj 


fow miles from COLOGNE. 

3 APRIL: The process of closing into the now arcas was haridi- 
capped oy the fact only one train a% a timo could bo unloaded at the” "°° . + 
railhead at STOLBERG, GEaAwiKYT, there being only one sidings Howevor, 
befors 2400 a majority of the units had closed and relicf of the 86th 

‘Infantry Division had bogun. 62d Airborne Division Ficld Order No. 
19 was published’ giving details of ge deidiacr rolicf of the 84th in - 
the sector from WORRINGEN, inclusivo, cight miloo North of COLOGHKE, Je 
to GRAU-RHELIDORG, inclusive, 13 miles south of SOLCGNE, 2 total river | : 
front of about 52 wilos. ? : 4 i? - 


The 325th Glider. tabi began relieving 3434 Infantx 
with oxcoption of 3d Battalion, 325th, which beeamo Divisio 
The 504th Parachute Infantry bogan relicving tho 342 Infantry at. + 
AoE the lst Battalion. complotirig its relict ab.2 lo: ess than 
40 hours’ after it hod entra ined at HES PRANCE. es aes 4 


‘ 


4 ‘APRIL: Tho 82a Airborne Divigion officially | relieved the StH | ie 
pate aie rcaa at iagial THe ae Glider Infa ae ee rolicf 


ie? of 315: ‘Tafantry at 0330, ay 82d Mirboras eats eat 

eved 86th Infantry Division. irtillory et. 0400. Tho B4lst. Infantry, 
86th Tn? antry Yivision, came under ecntrol ae 82d Airborne Division 
from 0729 until 2330 when its relicf by the oa Masenaine Infantry 
was completcd. — r 


George C Melahn 505th PIR 


RESTRIOTRD 


‘ 
1 


s 


The Division improved defensive positions. Artillery fired a 
totel of 478 rounds of harassing and interdiction fire. Se be 


Ficld Artillory disposit‘ons, made undor ‘provisions of Field 
Order No. 19, wero es follows: 319th Glider Fiold Artillery Battalion 
in: general support, 320th Glider Field Artililory Battalion in direct 
support of 525th Glider Infantry, 376th Parachute Field Artillery Bat- 
talion in dizcet support of 50th Parachute Infantry, 455th Parachute 
Fiold Artillery Battalion in. direct support of 505th Parachute Infantry 


A XKII Corps letter, dated 1 April, 1945, had directed that pdtrol- 
ling along the Corps front would be “intensified boginning night 2~3 
April to the extont of not less than one patrol por front line bat- 
talion per night." Operations Instructions No. 2, 32d Airborne Div- 
‘“4gion, added that "Within the discrotion of the Regimental Commander, 
up to one riflo compeny my be loft on tho far bank of tho RHINE River 
to scroon, observa, and report cn onony activity." 

© 9 APRIL: Tho Division continucd to improve its dofensive sector. r 
Two patrols of 325th Glider infantry and four patrols of 504th Para- 
chute Infantry crossod tho RHE River during tho nizht of 4-5 April 
ard made contact with cnomy troops. One prisoner was taken. artillery 
fired 104 missions, 2,215 roundc. 


6 APRIL: Tho Division continusd notivétpatrolling and also 
imorovod its defensive scetor. Thres prtrols,.oxclusive of a company 
sized patrol of the 504th Parachuto Infantry, captured two priseners 
during tho night of 5-6 April. 


Company A, 50th Parachute Infantry, crossed the RHINE River ¢ 

during the aight of 5-6 april.and scized HTS 2-aF (4273) 26 2 base for 
furthor patrol action. Company A, 504th Parachute Infantry, was cited 
by the War Dopartmont as follows: - 

“ "Gompany "A", 504th Parachute Infantry, is cited for outstanding 
porformance of duty in armod conflict atninst the enumy in GIRMANY 
on 6-7 april 1945,.. This Vompany crossed the RHINE RIVER at 0230 hours, 
6 april 1945, and soigod the milo-long town of HITDRF on the castern 
shoro, with tho mission of providing 2 base forsfurthor patrolling, 
and to cause the Gorman High Sownend to commit disproportionate forces 
asninst thom in the bolicf that it was to bo a major rivor crossing. 
The enemy ianodiately countor-atticckod, but thoir assault groups were 
mot with ereat viger, and virtuaily. destrired to a man. Apparcntly 
undor the impression that a strong amoricaa bridgehoad had been 
established ovornight, tho Goreans assoabled and directed a consider- 
able nortion of two divisions to the sission ef contiining and 
annihilating this formidable thrust. In ai¢-afternaon tho ontiro area 
was subjectsd to a withsring and devastoting artillery barrage for two’, 
hours, aftsr which countor-otirzeking forees in overwhelaing strength, 
with tangs in support, assaultod the defeniing trooyors from every 
dircetion 2nd penotrated to ths huart of the town. The troopers of 
Coapany "4" dogrediy stsod their ground, fought. at closo quarters 
and at point-blank rangs, and inflicted tovriblo easualtics on theo — 
massos of the onowy. Fishting with rlentloss “srocity throughsut the 
aftornoon and night, this zlient company hole its ground and carriocd 
out its mission until it wes finally ortorod (By XXII Corps) to with-~ 
draw to tho wost bank of tho REINE on the aight of 5-7 april. Fighting 
wos bittor and at close gusrtors. Tho Gorman armor con:ittod was 
destroyed with hand woapons, most of tho troonurs using captured Gorman 
panzerfausts. Tho Company fouzht its amy back ster by stop during the 
hours cf darkness to their bonts. Tho courageous and skillful. offorts 
of the Officors and uon of this bravo. group, clthough outnumboroed 9° | ee 
numorically at loast sight to ono, is roflocted in the total nuabor : 
of. casualtios inflicted on the German forces during tho day's fighting. Rroat, 
Eighty prisoners were token and ovicunted, and conservative ostiuates 
indicate thet 150 of the enemy wero killed and 250 woundsod. “The conduct 
of Coupany "A" reflocts great credit on.tho airborne Forces of the 
United States Arny." res, eae sath 

a =} = Sse <A i 


.. | RESTRICTED. -- \_°  George C,Melahn!505th* PIR. 


pth 


: che Hast - side oF the : 


“banks « Baer succes 


. Surronder propa 


Sr cae Anat SON eet oc, REPRO See, OS 


ae ee = ee roe a = : - Se ~ 


ay fired 111 “siasions, 1919 raindag Ses 


es “APRIL: hile the Division cowsinuod its active defense, with- Pee 
drawa.- of Coup ny a, 904th Peraéhuto Infantry, WAS compl caries et ee 


tie wight of 607 Agril. _ Two pleteons of Company “T) asaistod in 
covering tho withdrawal. Asualtics a aye $110 pOeeeny we 
Six Wilied in action, 14. ee dr injured in chien, 26 wise 
aotions | an a 


Ate om 


4 Seda fro 505th Perieuwie Toteeiry reccived 12 ¢asualtics 


whun it hoot 


ton-led tad sinsiic std. Ni “nel 


2,357 rounds... Be 


=P § 3 No o Aa 
RHINS Ae deve, in part 
ammunition alictuonte 
defenses and to gund 
wore masked by the at 


ove its 


es 


8 Pa Tbs Pre ot, 
Fe sf 


ice suoke sionsons Bae 
ul patrols sucor 


wm Agee 


8 
3 
fre 


r 


firod 75 nisstons, 1,063 rounds. es) 


sion areas Mort 


Ser Bent 1 ay 2500 hou 


ts 
1st) bank of 


Hob O- © 


chop G 
y 


oi : 
senti.nA Lae @-Coznieaad 


he a 
engualtic 


vona.de oxpled 


c! ‘a 


a 


/ + 42 SPRIG: Liaison was ~aiatein 


which was adyaneing to che North on the 
snde.wiea brovderet: lb Gorusn LPOG Gs Wilitery 
if 


aes vornient wie enforced in tho Davision era. artiils 
sions, 915. rounds” * Bb sk ue ye " 


\ 


f 


4 SPAS webi 
waintsinsc, ond, in 2 
of surrsager fyor: 
(4846), and ZUNDCAP (5; 
wero goth seross bho river. - 
Artilbte 

or 


Ssusape 


ifpien, 505th P: 


Ooty 
Li) 
Coan 
i 
Cty 
a 

3a x} 


4 of XVIII orgs (airberne) 4dv-feos. . . 
bructicu Bo 4 
secupstional 
Lhorougn sdarohnos Por en hes oF a 
cnoty sc ol ii vi 8. a parts aly ie 


Vi 
alens For ec ne dieting 


‘ 


ravor Dumke wea on 
zr 


dofossive 


: 
1 its positions - 
Airborne) on 


4h 


artiliery fired GL ou. on 
LG eee of XVITEI 


patrols wero sunt.across the: Ec ees 
ing ae and mortar nas 


a Pog 3 ¢ \ 


laid dowe nlone the rivor 
es pant. Artillory Tie 


APRIL: Desoite adverse wind eonditione, practice sucke screans 
: wi ar and weehine sun 
8 posts ese cee wore “vo pntrslis. <- ye 
Battalion of respon= ~~ 
UL Se artgillory ~ 


Ai Ga ee aa 


ste) = 


 POBY, 


fhe Leth. arvercd Division 
sico 9f tho AHINS Rivers. -_ 


ry fired 44. 


e 


issund an the natura of a worning 
He division souls carry out 
3 2 aad Ascdrhhissance ~ 
‘rOugh scarch of ryar arocas. 


dut'shde of “thé lost banlt of the RH TIE River was | / 4. « 
racluss Infentry obtainsa let 
4981) LANGSL (4350), HIgy VaR. 
be ©6oTWO Foscnmissanes pa 
pier fir rod 38 siscicns, 649 roun 


5ers La te) 


eer’ 
Ero 


es 


ry orgiaic +6 the Hivisionvdid not Tire aad other fire was i 
epee - . 


znt sly on 1é gral) was i ry Bt 


Wi 


Seiten tertivtT | ms Bie rh ‘ 
RESTRICTED. - George C Melahn’ 505th PIR - 


Hoo LAL tio 


hoe 525% ider | Infantry’ and 505th Parschute ee 
picerian 3 nk AMS- birt doa assowbling in 
: tralion ws rolioved 
oty Stroup, etuvs eS t3 ee Guards and 


14 _aPRILG 
ants Conirg qed 


3 
ut 


the Division of > rospon= 
Oe in tho Division zone. 
TGs o ; 2 


alone the East bank of the 
orno Division's positions 
aed re relioved of its 

The 417th Picld 
208. ee at request of the 14th 


a. 


ioved frou atiscirient to the 62d 


De 
mieeion. oF 


r 

ales ier 
Seemed Divigies, nee “being vO 
ce Division 2t 1209 how 


i? APRIL #on a? eee thin the Division area was 
mado is prdor to segue: org 42 ey gcvermasnt in tho sector. | 
Preparat icing wore mando Toor vee guns of 62d Airborne Division” 
Op ci rtivus : eS 

es 3 
ey ee Ee ee 


“Pr on re Agel wutil 
carried on vherens3 j 
h 


‘9 
wil 


25 Apri 1 tho 82 é Airborne Division 
the ences oe GuRaNT Areas A thorough . 
ecbors %O oo prisoners of war and 

"da and adsinistrative 

Bridges and 

sated and “erieed - 


‘oo 


VENE hs So Oe 


‘Or vrations, Inelruckions No. 8 wars puol Lishod es Aare arp plifying 
pide os ic and ettached unit 


borne Aatina irova tt 

= eOch Essist the 505th 
ee GLa dg mn Fyoeld artillery Bat= 
r couplébin work in thoir owa areas 


a tecporary hb ourndats ¥'was es ota slished for XZTI and SATIS Cares - 
SELLS tho tito Fert aoe becevia operative. ho 9424 ficld Artillery |. 
talion yes assigned control of the arca botws.u the perzauent and 


iets corns! boundaries 


t 


4 eotal of SAA See arg were tatcon during tao search. Many Of oe 
these had changed into civilian clothing » 


Besyertn 
TGSNCE 


Whon the 824 Airbozno Liviaton Loved into She QOLC3™E, SERMANY 
avin; held a sector <n the | 


we and BUN, was ro ported in 


5 


area, tee Gorman 3334 Dgrrres 
Eo. est badge of the RETR civer yeh 


Prvtgsd Gf noT ah ta tae 805 Me2st oF tho RUILA area. 
hg OP the ehe ae Parachute Division wre shew to be Cogunying 

Aucvuses faciog Us en or rig ie The - si apt he! Seenay 
ay boieG la vaemmee In 4] eo Ubee TH area 


i 


BUuxiniary oclies uribe and Aa oy 
+ gs 


5 Satical % vroop 
: : 


ia Yas 


t Bzrberae: = 


Ta tne eye 
how 6 Bell 


RESTRICTED 


After two alghte of suecessful patrolling, daylicht obecrvations and 
interrocations of prisoners on our part,:-the follguing facts were establishecs 
Elements of the 3¢ Parachute Division, comprisizg the 8th Parachute eee 
onthe right and the 5th Parachute Resinent on the left, were defending the East 
bank of the river from FORZ to the South, to include the defenses of the SIEC 
river from the North. The 24 Company and 34 Company of the 8th Parachute Regt 
were identified opposite the COLOG E-PORZ sector, Later identifiextions placed 
the 5th Parachute Assault Co-peny in the vicinity of LULSDORF (475480) « To the 
North in the vicinity of LEVERKUSEN, prisoners fron 6th Company identified the ; 
1220th Regivent of the 176th Infantry Division on the nicht of April And» How. 
ever, identification of 176th Division's 1218th and 1219th Grenadicr Reeser ts 
in the vicinity of WARRURG, outside of the pocket, made the presence of the entire 
1220th Regicent in our sector questisuable. . an 


oy 


North of FORZ, to include MLUEIM, there were numerous flak batteries and 
tiscel lanesus Volksturn and supply troops. Identifications were made of the 
419th Flak Battalion and the 314th Hixcd Flak Battalion. Fron MULPET:. to the 
North across the Division's front, it was established by a sucecssful Cozpany 
raid by the 504th Parachute Infantry thet the 550th Grenadicr Regiment defended 
the river in the vicinity of HITDORF. forty prisoners were captured from the 
‘Regiztent's 5th Compony and 13 were taken from the 8th Coxpany. Later the capture 
of additional prisoners, ten in number, proved the presence of the 8th company 
in support of the 5th, 6th and 7th Companics of this Regiment amd placed the 
entire 2d Battalion, 330th Resinent in the Northern port of the 62d Airborne 
Division sector and the Southorn part of the 1Olst Airborne Division sector. 
Elencnts of the 13th Infantry Howitzer Company of the 330th Regim-ont were be- 
lieved to have supyorted the 2d Battalion, 320th Reciment. , 


The cneny's Pirst linc of defense in the Division scetor wes the RHINE 
River, aad he inmediately availed hitself of it by blowing all bridges, Follow- 
ing a faciliar pattem, the villages along the East. ban'’s Prom UASHRIM in the north 
to MONDORF in the South becane the strong points of his defensive linc, with 
particularly heavy concentrations of nen and weapons in HITDORF, LEVERYUSEN,. ; - 
STAMMHELH, “ESTHOVEN, ZUNDORF,-L ANGEL, NIEDERKAS3EL and RHEIDT, Machine guns 
forsed the backbone of his defenses, rcinforced by Light AA in 9 ground role. 
The use of flak suns was particularly naticcable in the Yorthern part of the sec- 


tor,- and searchlishts were often brought into play at nicht, making patrol 
crossings difficult. > 


\ few self-propelled suis md tanks were dram into the HITDORF arcs about 
7 April, following 4 threatened bridgehead exseutcd as a company reid of Company 
4, 504th Parachute Iafantry. The eneny reacted vielently through the uso of his 
local reserves to contain our cffort,. 


Announcevent followed over-a Gorzan radio strtion that night that "the 82d 
Sirborne Division had established 4 bridsehcad, stroncth of onc battalion, but 
efforts to expand it were repulsed and the ene. were throw back!, 


Trenches, woapous pits, an 
together with wire at some foin 
syster. Meany of the emplacenen 


pen 


fd sinefields ia the ost invitine beach sreag 

ts made up the bulk of the cneny's defensive 

ts wore located al~ost 2t the water's edrec and 
were occupied only st night. Artillery was conecntrated Mainly at the Northern 
end of the scctor. Except for 4 few heavy conccntrations, artillery fire 
ordinarily was light and of 4 harassing natures 
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SECTION IV ~~ SUPPLY 


Movenent of troops Fron base ewps td the COLOGYE area durin 
weck of April was cotipleted successfully despite difficultics caused by the dis. 
tance of the railhead at STOLBERG fron final assembly Areas, changing location 

a * ee, * Si = ¥ Z i : 
OT the railhead, advancing the closing dates for troops to close in new 
and the nechmical Sifficultics of current continental rail moverien ts. 


¢ the first > 
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38 the Division was “in ¢’were no great problens of 
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nan 
‘of lost. and abandoned Accricam and enemy equipucat: nud a yLics in the we. 


Salvage aS for the. collection of such “atcriel vere cetablished ‘in different 
scotions sf she Division's areas It wis ivmossiblc to mee a complete inventory 
of the iters “asics sad in the 4ime the Div spent in the COLOGNE aréa, but 


azong then were 21 Cervaa trucks, 156 aus of vorious calibcrs, one conplete 
in 
S 


German. searchlicht baticry, one trad nloat ‘of sasault borts, 52 erie other 
symored vehicles, scven nebel werfcrg, end 2,500 tous of. acmumition 


“cy ce STOAL Le 
While at basc cacms srior to aperations in “April, ate equipes ent had been 
overhauled, shortages had besn filled whsrevcr po imited «count of 


training wos held, The Division Simeal Officer (oes) 


38 of tests to 
deternine the status of simal traini 


tig of th6 “various eee. aid found that 


the outstamtinge delinguencics wore thet units aid allowed Sus? CY radio oper- 


spony had not rescived personnel 


ators to became "sta 1s", The Division Simnal Co: 
ea of Organi zrtio sn and Equipment. 


i Q 
and equipacnt to fill its new Taal 
be fi oe Pact that tre advices echelon of the Simmel sae was found 
for the work load initially in the OoLoG 
frov the 66th Infantry Division wa tively ertee 2g 
® the sans Roem, Post locations as wits of Bhs rélicved 
Division. This wis not the cose, however, iu resnect to tie Division Artillery 
units, which found it uscessary to crnloy aparoxiaately 100 mile sof additional 
wire, = 
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VI —~ MILITARY GOVERTE'? 


Military govern~cnt resourecs wore 6 
portion of the ronth 416 the.Divisien's & n gecupational as well as 
tecticwl. Militeary sovernment dutics in ths COLOG‘E crea were taken over fron 
the 86th Infantry Division at 050730 April, amd on 060900 April the Division 
Commander anvointed Gol, “%. Me GRIFFITH, Division irtillcsry oxccutive, to carry 
out the “alitary govern-ent phase while the Division xlso was enzaired in 4 
tactical rolee- : ; 


loyed to the full during © Sajor 


Contacts were mate with all Military Goverment Detachuonts in the area. 


3 the de- 
tachnents, "ss ia: ; 


The 824 Airborne Division 2amried respousi eae en & Avril 1945 for three 
Displaced Persons oe one at BRAUYSILER Por “vest 
for Ruscians, sad on¢ at ETZEL for Polish Nationsls. ae 
appointed at. c7eh ens as é7a5 gs 
to five enlisted -en aa 1 staff. 


held Beale eater a was 
upervisor aad Purniched three officers and up « 


camps was perticularly bac when the Division assumed 
wucel conditions of poor smitetion ad lack of coordinated 
adninistr-tion was rectified 1s far as possible.s i maximum of 25,000 Diaplaced 
Persons were eared for durinz the course of my onc aa, althouch 


The eandition of nee 
controle | Within 4 


the trans- 
BILER Cann precluded an exeet or accurate count. 
The comps were located in forv-er Luftwaffe or Wehroacht barracks areas. 

Procol a: ‘ations, ordinances and enactcents of Military Government were posted 
in every Stadkreis adc Gencinde in the entire Division wea. The number of 
violttions 9P the ordinenecs was not large md ‘the lilitary Goverment Courts, 
established in COLOGNE, tried 911 cases. Host of the violations were of + 
minor nature such as ele of restrictions, travel, evrfew.and the like. 
end the offenders’ re- 


ecived sentences up to 15 years of ipprisonncnate 


. The forcer Geatapo prism, KLINGLEPUTZ, was used in carrying out all sent- 
enees of confinesente: + rit ecg a : 


‘ fee See BNE iat ties ited 
ie _ RESTRICTED cg eure te 
big Sata Sea aie Bet George C.Melahn 505th PIR 


MO 


Mal hay 


BSTRIOTED ear 


Dabioe of Mil ita ry Governzent 
ae area included the following 


es oe by the 62d Airbome Division in the 


Search and scigure. ae 

Check of every individual in the Division ar 

Collection of Nchraacht weapons, arrcuni 

Aporchonsion or Wehroacht cesertcrs and 

Apprchonsion of Mazi officials and Yar Gri 

Enforcenent of laws me ordinenecs and merere 
edninistration. 


ets 


“YIT =< CASUAL oTES” 
il. Oasualtics within the Bivies jon aad within Company ae 504th Parachute 
Infentry, durins the period a7 April 1945 were as follows: 

Division Total Company A, 504° 

0 Hi 0 Ey 

Killed in Action 2 Ll Ai : 2) 

Wounded or Injured in Action 5 102 1 13 

Missine in Aetion o.. ou, L 25 


2, Casualtics within the Division during the entire action on ue Raine © 
River, includinz the period of .ilitary Governzent, were aa follows 


0 Ee Total 
Killed in Action tale 26° 23 : 
Vounded or Injured in Action — ~5 109 tie... 
Missing in Action | _ 9 94 103 
, , wheal 7 22% 240 
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Speed anc boldness were the requisites in the General Allied Military picture 
when the 82d Airborae Division becan arriving at the ELBE River, and it was decid- 
ed to force s crossing of the river during the night of April 29-30.- Only one 
réginent, the 505th Parachute, had arrived at the tire. Feu 


Patrols frou the Division Reconnaissance Platoon an¢ 8th U.S. Infantry Div- 
-igion probed cneny defenses East of the river the nicht of 28-29 April, and. the | 
505th Forced a crossing the following nicht. Rain and snow kept the cneny in his 
fox holes, and opsosition to the crossing was moderate except for heavy artillery 
Piraa Ss ie 


ns 


By Mightfall, April 30, 1945, the 824 lirborne Division had established Baty 
sanll bridgehead East of the ELBE River in the vicinity of BLECKEDE, GERMANY, This 
bridgehead had been established by the 505th Parachute Infentry in a splendid ex- 
atiple of coordination and river erossing technique by a veteran regirent. 


During the night of Avril 30-May 1, the plan was to build up sufficient forces 
from the 504th Parachute Infantry, which was arriving by train approxinately five 
hours from the Elbe River, so as to attack out of the bridgehead with that regi- 
ment by deylicht. One battalion of this regiment arrived at the bridgehead by 
O430 hours smd with: 2 full appreciation of the value of tine it jumped off at 0500 
hours, the recinent being reinforced during the dey by. the later arrival of its 
other battalions. ‘Troops completing the 4 ~ 6 day train trip from the Cologne 
area were innediately entrucked and taken into the bridgehead. Then, after being 
briefed snd issued ancwnition, they were committed to the attack. It was obvious 
thet the German was disintegrating rapidly and it was of the utaost importance 


that regardless of the physical condition of our troops, the moventun of our 
& Fs 


drive be maintained until the eneny was. completely destroyed or overrun. 


With characteristic speed and courage, the 504th Parachute Infantry arrived 
at its objective by Mid-rorming and shortly after noon Had reached’ the Forst. © 
Correnzien. On its left the DO5th Parachute Infmmtry, despite the fact that it 
had been constantly moving for almost 4 week, drove ahead and reached its objective 
the Forst. Correnzion, by mid-afternoon of May le Speed was the keynote, and the 
pressure was kept on the eneny during the night of May 1-2, The Division Reconnaie | 
ssance Platoon seized the very important bridges at Suckeu snd Rosicn and held 
them until relieved by advancing forces the followlig morning. Reconnaissmce 
was pushed eastward by al units, the 504 engaging its ‘armor with some cnony-in the . 
Forst Leussow at approxinately 2100 hours, May 1. 


The 325th Glider Infantry had been brought up curing the nicht of May 1-2, 
briefed sand prepared for comtients With the 504th it junpod off before daylight 
after a short nicht of reorgsnizing and préparation, and advanced with the nission 
of seizing the line Ludwigslust-Doenits, sone 25 stiles distant, Sufficicnt tanks 
and trucks were made available to the 504 to totorize battalion. Corbet Conmand 

BY, of the 7th Arcored Division, was to be used with the 325: after the initial 
breakthrough and the seizure of Lubtheen. Tho troops had been driving hard for 
some tine and all the unite were zoing to thé maxicun of their ability. Tho 
Gernan resistence in spots was intense and bitter, costly in lives.’ In other 
' places none existed, gS Sea: " Tipe cee Bi ens Ey bce aa ea) 


. 


_ Overall, it appeared that our plan of attack was justified. The developments 
of May 2 -confirned this, although in the forn they took they were surprising. °° 
Jumping off at 0500 hours, May 2, all units ‘noved ahead ageressively. Resistance 


was’ spotty to neglicible, - By mid—sornming units arriving generally east of Forst 
Leussow found thenselves overrunming groups of bewildered encsy with hardly any - 
will to resist, who thought that We ‘were still et the Elbe while they were fighting 
oe appeared to be a retrograde action with the Ruesians, By noon Combat Command 
B" and the 325 had captured Ludvigslust ad the 304 hag captured Doenitz. ‘Both 
units imiediately moved to gain contact at Eldena, 
lanier Gatie oe ect ian eae oP and ee eee 
Many units of the Gernan 21st Arny Were oeing cut off and surrowdéds ~The: 
hospitals and rear installations of the 2lst German Ary were apparently endéavor-— 
“ing to continue’ fAmetioning, Many Germah service units, hindered by thousands of 


en ee 
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- where it was to-operate under ‘RVIII Corpe, ‘CUabsraey: 


: ~ by the ee Field _ Anti lery Froup aid began moves 


RESTRIC TED 
refugecs, found theagelves within our positions. 74th vory fow Sapp ene ice dees 
surrendered without resistance. For the division after tiore thin two. years of 
intense sad, at. tines, © very costly. Pightiue with tac Gernan aArny, the spectacle 
that began to unfold itself? wig an unbeliovable ones. Gorman comand and control 
‘becane compl otely paralyzed and ontirs: nits werd Heine) capteran eee 

Bee Late 2 REROREE x eroup: of abate ofrinars or the Ger: “an 21st Arny, repre- a 
“senting Lb. Gen. Tippelal circh, comiandine that arty, arrived Lee the $2d Mirbomo 
Division's oP at Ludwisslust md endeavored “to. arrange the surrender of their 
casualties, allicd prisons bFS, aug some services units, Sin 166 > beeen WAG ae 
been captured, the offer wes ridiculous on its face, md they were told-s 
They were further told thot the attack would be eoautinucd end their array ould 
be destroyed when we gained contect. with ae advencine= Russie allies. — At this. 
tine the Russian forces wore spproxinately —20-riLes to the SrSb. 


ae hes 


. “They. then fferce, in the uate of the coriander ‘98 the Corsan 2let irny,  - 


athe surrender of that .arty-to our fore ces, bub not to. the Russi-as, THey wore 

told ‘that this t30 vas it: poseibie, that since the Russinas Were. our Ai Ties’ Chey: - x 
would buted unconditionally to hoth of we, md they uOre: again told. that: ; 
there was 4 D6 no HeLa since we were emtinnine the sth with the purpose of 
deetroyin« their arty. The stare separ ted aiatins that the ey. vowlé “brea il € thia = 
information to Cone ral Tinpel slcirch, “Durin: the Lote efteroon “ant early evenins 


w 


Geran uiite eoutinued to be overruns, . Uany eve inte our lines to surrcndor,- : es 
There appeared to ‘be no eontrol of the Gerian Porces within their ow Binak 
except in sn sal Foxe ea as 


* 
(1 


Rg Ae about 2100 > he urs eo ee eararaeties arrived at the OP in: 3 Undwias 
lust and aP ter some discussion tmeonditionally surrondcsad his Aytiy. to the 824 

_ Abrborne Divisi sons ‘He too desired to stipulate that his ery would aurrendor 
on the Bround: where it was and that 1 upon esecation: of hoatilitics Ue civietor: 5." 
,would Accopt his troops as. their prisotic crés  Thia'ims rejected and he wan tela’ 
that his arny would be desty royed by ours in feat unehian with our russian caaes he 
end that his umeonditional surrender would be valid when bis sroopo Wore shycicale-~ = 
Ly within our lines and not wmtil then. 4m added paracraph stipulating this wag 6.” 
added to. ne wWneontt bona) ‘Surrender, which was signed at, about 2200 houro. 


“this ended for. this ‘Aiviston Apyeseenears tuo yonrs ‘of very. hard and costly 
combat, combat in which. “any lessons were leamed, lessons that vers applicd and 


Paid asndsone dividends. in the rabiee a deve o¢ the rap titsts The combat digaic 


Pline ef the mits of the division, t heir apprecintion of the nécd’ to arive. ahead, 
and their il tingnees: to rive riper regarcless : 3 eed physienl -condi tién, 
particularly in- the infantry reci- cate, was ucver “OFC eDparcen te Once his initial 


covering forces: salons the Elbe River were overrun, “the | Goren VAS Nover’ piven an. 
oplor tunity: to offer ap Orcenized defense, ad te ivan anved and eoplete venahe 
victory achieved Were far, doyoud anw “odeure of wus 2 wort 32. syGat. and 
labore ae: ae enh ace ah ER 


aah oe Geek end "BY under Rae cog a one of Colosel 8 aghoht sartieissted brite” 


Thr otehsut. the ontire throcna-y ittirck, 


liwitly. an the fiaal day: of the: attack, 
the division waa very ably suasartet by Squvéron "4" of the ben Hoya which 


Bravided a Sees to Griet Be the eroceing at Bleckedo. “5. tae ee 

“Tt ws oH ERONOLOS OE ee ee 
; “The Division wag alerted on 23" Agri, for poraidle revenont an 
orters to move by rail add motor to the ELBE Sees 


We ! 1 


a Later received 
Northeast of HANOVER, Ge RNY, 
oe The Corns: Washo be abbaghad: 


uratively. to Bakes Gane Unkted. 


} 
ed tactically: to the Seabee 3 econd. Arvy ere. ad Lake 
ech APny aie : 


ts * 


cH 


Oa 251.200 Ase the goa Aintor ne Diveion” d in the COLOGNE: area : 
so to UZ aut area. on 26. ‘pris 


(ee = cee vals: Hgor pleneite fois ae. Divies wore enroute at Patt aid 
notor to the new a sens 


arct,: The railyesd weg seed LEARTE (75222) and the: x 
_ trvelhead. at Tee ue Ee novergight stacing area AGE the truck nt wig. 


gga hed a LEDIYBRUOK. The Divieton | Oormand Post opened at HORRIZETES 
Oe) at aee00 


i 


one, “Qoerstlone eoatnawtions No. 6, insted 28. April, cae peauat ok hat. the 2 505th 
) Parschute Infontsy md 13th Infantry (eth t..8, Lorentry Dieteion' attached, . 
would’ relieve clonents of the 1 ifth British Division allows he “LBE Rivers The. 


Bh algo vould: abite ole “across she ‘ELBE River and ‘soLze, g- Lat ot ee ae 
“29. Sori the 505%h Parachute afen bry closed a6 1700, but ulsselite af ths: ‘ 


effected. relicf of the 13th Brigade, 5th -Britiah Division, by 1315 
wuyse THe | 13th Ta2ant bry: EG ch eres te L7th Ericade,— pen British Division, 
cab 0200 hours, Se anita 2c be Chains Sar 


x 


sR eats 


eas 'Tapeo. pabrele from the Division Reconnaissance : 

ae of oe. officer end Gicht Cras “on, an cS on oatrol pron | wae i ath, ene is 
- crosged to the Yorth benk of the ELER River during the aicht of 5g = 29 Sprils: 

Three patrols wet little -spoosition,. tub ome pwtrol fron Division. Reconnsissance _ Soe 

Lateon encountered stiff Beal obares when it Tidal ot : the Forth banks Om6 6 csr! 

“OEP idee: ae oe enlished on“ were nienings eh ee oe ane | ae ubetan a as Ra 


Bpealiy Ss ‘ < a4 i ites 


“the Divicion Conrad Poot te ras HOSE vv eo % Ee SDE at 1000 hours... 22 = 


ts 50 tort $ the 505th Paraclarta Tofadtry Parco? eréssinte ‘of the TLBE River : = 
bait at four. ‘potats wd eeataMiched 2 licited bri egnedd algae the ‘seteral time © 60 2 sek 


053253 -~ 098505 ~ -- 056322 = OOFAIS, Resictanse wis “odernte and this pernitt ee a 


const sib dehci me elves 36 deidte br Soros Bncinecrs vhich. wes. coapleted by 2000'. 
hours at co42 Grossiazs wire zade in “Bu2faloes" ‘of the Pritish 4th Poyals, 
ths hy nensult sad stor bozts, wanhed by the 307th jirbome iaginecrs. = 


me 50h th: Borachote ingantey ned not closed comple tely,. sit the 2d Bottelior 
“Was tpreparins to “crose the ELE og the day ended. The 12 ta Infantry,- loes 3d 
“Battalion, wag rclicved froa nttechrent to the Division, - The L2ist infantry 
8th. Infantry “Division)-whs attiehéd at 1900 with be Gao componente of ite combat 
¥ A 
tern, and,- with the 3d Battalion 2f the Lastly. wig in the process of relioving 
a: 3. iF 


oa Battalion, AOD thy a6 te 6 period ane month | closeds Use 


« 


Re ae oe pm es i: 


‘Other major cloimts: of the Division, ineludis tho. 325th ( Glider Infantry. 
wore ae enroute. Motor élenents of orcenic artillery fired’ 13 oud s 22] 
found and Sipaehatl see ieey 3 fired ne Mactan Ly B22 TOWNES » 


et sg a total, of 588 prisoners were reaotved: a ihe Di: vis io on Prisoner of te 
mane Ve the - dys bringing the total for the LB2 River area to E06. 


tho! attack coved Prov: Se +o Lef . tho 50lth Parac elite taeditey eg 
-2%' 0500, the eterts at econ ane the Lalot uae AVat 0600. The "20 t.): 

stat i to nin acinet Licht op-osition, 
-réneral line SUCK AU. - 


Pavel See ig Daye 
Sis 1 CORFE 


if ine eit ERE Heostoniseanes, Platoon etp- 
SHER nite i tured ROSTER! ‘gon ont tees eauenne wee the “pritigh th Sirdarne-Divicion at 

soe 4h O13 556 Ab. 0530. Lith ‘he i2ist P P imcn “Dat Dew (Rein forced) was relieved — 
vincent fron Beene 4 e¥ted & contral < 


the am In eaniiey. Divieien, 
to XE HAUS (138), By thy’ Ne 
sion had’ acta nad nae were 


igh a f The. Division Gon mad Post. - 
2a, eh elese ee the _ day ah} 
SO ewroute ape 
Sees (112203). {y 1850 4 a 


ved from BLEOED? 4 
rts of. thé Dis 


o a 
E oe a 
a." | 


seat 


Po Ss bebdsee seed ieny Pi red 20. 
Sone ek 696 prisoners Wors counted gurine thé 


3,40 4 BF 


. total “of 


EB Hes the ge 


it Leon “‘Operati ious: taetrucbons ng cae 

coo 2. Stack continues on 2 Ley with the =2 Bis eLiger | 
a - Parachute Tnfantrys Cosbet Covrend “api, atte 
Was a. prepare for offonsive aeheg in. the 5 


Gs | us ae 
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2 May: The attack was continued at 0500, and both the 325th Glider Infantry | 
aad 504th Parcemate Tafantry reached initéal objectives by 0815. “ith 2d Bo., 
ie 325th, attached, Combat Cotriand "B" (Task Force HASKELL) attacked at 1000 along 
the sain road toward LUDVIGSLUST (5132) end seized the city by 1210. The Div-~ 
ision Retonnaissance Platocn suffcred sone casualtics but succeeded in clearing 
- the RAMM, QUAST and LEUSSOY Forest areas of eneny, The Division catablished 
“general line alone the NEUE SLDY Canal North to 500370 and prepared to link up 
with Russisn forces as contenplated in Operations Instructions Mo. 10, issucd 
020830 lay. The Division Forwsrd Command Post moved to LUDYIGSLUST. 


‘ a Oars 
The Covrranding General, 82d Airborne Division, accepted the unconditional 
surrender of the Twenty-First German Arcy at 2130 fron Lt. Gen. Von TIPPELSKIRCH 
The surrender ‘teras were siznod at LUDVIGSL™ST. (Sée Annex No» 3). : 
wie total of 1,420 xrisonere were counted Purine the day, but the mass nove- 
nent of the Geram Twenty-First 4rny throuch the lincs had begun before the 
period onded.\ Because of the ranid advenec, few artillery rounds were fired 
during the day. The remainder of the organdie artillery closed with the forward 
elenents by the end of the day. 


The task of handling the large numbers of zrisoners and of displaced 
persons ber¢m with establishuent of the DELLIEN md ZSETZE Canps umder control 
of 505th Parachite Infantry as outlined in Operations Instruction No. 11 
issued at 02240 hours. Se 


if D.ilsy: Fira contact with advenciny Russien forces was sade durin? the day. 
First contacts were “ade by Troop B, 87th Cavalry Scuadron, attached, ‘with the 
19lst.Russian Tnfntry Division et REPPTIY (9946) 2% 0925 and by the 62d Abn — 
Div Reconnaissance.Platoon with the 8th Brigade of the 8th Russimm Mechanized 
Corps at GRABOY (55926) at 1025 hours. A conference was held late in the day 
between. Comamding Gencral 82d Airborne Division amd Gencral Firstovich, Con - ee 
nanding General 8th Héchoniacd Corpse The Division Covzand Post was consolidat- 
ed at LUDUIGSLUST, . y yt | 
The Division's sin activity during the @ay was the direction of prisoners 
and displaced persons to the rear, Yo count a? prisoners tslken was possible, 
_ but it wis estimated that the surrendered Certisn Twenty-First Army totalled 
- approxivately 144,00 on. (For brie? discussion of the Tyenty-First Arny, see 
_ Scetion III, I TH.LICE"OR PHASES, =nd for summary of captured uatcrial, sce 
Scction ¥,, SUFFLY AND EVACUATION.) Operations Instructiovs No. 12 established 
the front line and 9 elearcd arc. botuccn the America omd Russian Forces. 


| A-19 May: Operations Instructions Nos 13, issued 4 Mey, divided the 
Division ares into sectors of responsibility, «nd systesatic searches of the - 
area to "“sercen™ all neresnnel vere betun.s MNornel militery rovernnentel duties 
were erarried out. A Division He~orendun dated 7 iny vrovided for establishcent 
of additional Disdlaced Persons Senters, (Sec Annex No. 6 for locrtions of 
-Prisoner of War and Displaced Persons eaps). These ceps were closed one by 
ong 18.tnelr usefulness ended. Rete 
Minor chamrtos were <ade in the Division front amd the elc red, ares between 
- the Amcrican and Russiwm lines throuch consultation of commanders concerned, 
‘These chmres we reflectcd in Annexcs Yos, 6 md 7. etcalicolid Vkheaye malt =ng 


=. Atom events durin- the seriod were the folowinw? ; 3 

: as Public funeral services on 7 May in LUDVIGSLUST Por 200 of the apnrox. 

i-ately 1,000 bodics found in a concentration carn near LUDWIGSLUST. Cer-man 

civilisns perforned the necessary labor, -nd citizens of the city were ordered 
oh) aoa tre services viich were held by Ancrican sarny chaplains, (See Annex 
: Nos * in Pes: Lats 


iN e 


es Se _Formal neeting at 82d Airborse Division Headquarters on 7 ey oF ae 
‘of the Russian Forty-Ninth Army» Oe tila pee thea ne eae Tee CuNe Sean a 
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at 


Ds: te Porat exchange of visits ab ‘ne 
eludiaz dinners at the 82d Aiyborue eer 
Command iti General of the Pasesan y 
and on 18 Bley “for the 5 Af 
qad his staf?. 


(ay Co ee 
and bis shaft 
Tafentry Eivision 


: 


ieved the 9th Tufaotry and 
S late on 19 May, Oper 
visionil aren into new 
movenont of unit 


ie Cae =011.200 
i 7th Arcored Dis 
‘ations Ins 
.geetors of unit: respons: 
Gocrmané Posts. 


Durins this seriod the Divis 
Bronze Stars to 2 nunbe ssian officers sud ¢: 
manders presented Sovict decorations to sever l 82d Airborne Division officers 
and nen. The Division's first quota of personnel to be redeployce to the United 
Stdtes left for base oe durin ug May, sido s¢eoad cuota left the Division on 1 . 
Shales Nes - wt d 


“ated Legions of Merit sand 
te; 


Evacuation of prisaners of war r sraining in tac Division! 8 stockade began 
On 27 May, Approxinat tély 22,000. were evacuated daily by train ead truck to 
British Sceesud Arsy prisoncr of war cnelosures ev sring 9 Pouracay period 27-30 


May, after vhich slightly core: thea ly oo prisoners reaincd in the Division 
enclosurés. 


The 82d Airborac Division wis slerted Late in the sonth Por -ovonent back 

' to its base arcas neer RHEINS, FRANCE. Advance. partics were stut out, . and nove— 
sent of the Division's usin boty began by rail aud ‘truck 92 1 June. The 82d 
Airborne Division ws relieved of responsibility for-ite arca by the 5th British 
Division at 011200 June 1945 . aN 


; _ When -the 62d Airbome Division moved up to the ELBE River in. the vicinity 
' BLEOKEDE, British troops alroady hid located the IT Naval Battalion, the I Police - 
Battalion = d the COELLE Schoal Troops, % unit of battelion 8izc. Know to be in 
the area but ulocate? was Battle: Group RERIX, which was believed to be composed 
of Regionts WI SCHNER and JANTZEN. Subsequent patrols by the Division Recaneis- 
sance Pl-tocn confirved the prcoscace of the Police Battalion and the CELLE School 
Troops. ' TO oat Bathe Ray 
The. whole ene order of nottle in the arca becare crystal clear -as sur 
attack scross the ELBE River began on 20 Avril. Large nuebers of talkative, «> 
prisoners ewarced into the srisoner of war care and from their statetients the 
jigsaw puzzle of repizent and ‘battle | croup beeane sorted aad the following pice 
ture resulted: : aut) RY sles 


uy 
r] 


Battle Group RERIY ned Been, ‘recbueel ed. and bobbed up now a9 Bricade WALTERS 
comsisting 3f Regiments YUSCHNER and BAUER, with a brigade of artillery, JANTZEN, 
attached. -The Lather was ried enly with flak ems, The Gerriea habit of renaie- 
ing already existing Eroups appeared when Resincnt NUSCENER resolved itself into 


the II Naval Battalion operatine as Battle Group ROSE ~nd the I foes Battalion 
masquerading as. Battle Group AHRENS. 


& u 
i 


Azone waits identified on 1 Hay wag Regizent Baucr, composed oF Battle Groups 

KRUSE aud ESEVE aid the 1020th hendesehutaen Battalions 
we 

As the advance Progronsed, rear clements of thé Twonty~Fi iret Arny were cn 
countered ant overpewercd, if dentificrtions dacludins the 5th Jaécer Division, the 
4th $5 Panzercreaadier Division "Polizei® 
units were inclined te offer littic resistanee to sur Bova GO, aid the end was 
reachéd with the surrender of the entire. Twenty-First Arcy by Lieutenant General 
ven TIPPELSKIF 


. west of BERLIN, to untae Generel Janes M,. wahieaks connandor of the "g28 Airborne 
Divi sion é ig 


Seo ah ae cee ee =16- 
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od mien, end Russimn com ** 


and the 606th" Iafentry Division. Eneny | 


OH at 2150 hours 2 May 1945 at LUD“ICSLST, GERMANY, 95 miles North— 
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1 


reduced ‘te. 144,000 by 82d Airborne Divisim ostimates. 


aa ee Brigadier General Dr. CONRAD, JA, Ivclfth Rb sms (ames slay 


oalh told, ‘were "screened" A 
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“Troops surrendered ‘by the twenty ait ie st Arcy repre sented ‘aa almost inseparable + 3 


1: gonglon Weration of over 2,000, differcat units. The Arcy foruerly hed been the . fe 
- Pourth and was dade up of remnants of the Ninth and Twelfth Gerzma Araies. The 


main units included. the Sth Jaecer Diviecion, the: 4th 5s Pauzergrenadier Division ~ 
bPolizei", SS Battle croup Solar, and the 06th Infwmtry Division, all sikiag up 
the TIT Penzer Gorpse Also surrenders? were ,clenents of XVII Corps Oder consist : 
ang of a Parachute Division, “khe ist Naval suena aaa anc SS Division LANGEMARK. 


In and around these anaes wis: A  hetiore xe cnHous Bass of “etalon coupl vente, c\ pies) 
“supply troops, encres, naval peracnnél, ane’ s Lares nausber of unit s that’ ay Der et 
eee Beified - only uidor bhe he saa hh of niecell snequs! ‘ Hi Pat I Coke sf uilan Seca a gh 


1g ‘Bnouehy. the cormsend cr of the Twenty-First drzy and his ranking 
icérs were poorly inferred as to the total troons and unites under Ais: Pe Be RS 
comzand. Generel TIPPELSKInUH's estimate of .150,000 troops 40: be surrendered WG aes 


Anong the punted ag 9 serene whe surrendered were th 18 following i, 


Son 


ve Licuten-nt aenerel von TIPPELSKIRCH, OG Trenty-Finet sews nnd his staff. 
Brieedier General von BIEDERIMWH, OG of 4 eroup.of str ‘eelor any oe ae 
collecting points. ‘ Han uceteeyN ity ee 
General Tacotor PETSOH, OG Wehkrais IX (Kasscl). 
- Major General Rudolf SCHUBERT, Former OG of Wehkreis XVI Y eylee sy. 
Brigadier Grncral Kurt KEYSER, C6. of HAMBURG and OG Sf ‘scetor mower mae" ans 
as far se DOENITZ.°\.-° SSS Tee ae 
.Brieaticr Genersl franz Josesh GRO BEL Z, GG of Yehraacht SoAunpatiieaay pie 
(PM) (of Twelfth Arey)...” ier ati 
Brigadicr General ROSSKOFF, O¢ oP 606th Infantry Divi sion 


Bricadicr General LUSCENIG, ee ST Mis ineers, Tyenty~First Arny. 
“Brigadier Gencral “VAGNER, oc, Tuonty-F irat. Arcy Artillery. 

Colonel MULLER, Chief of Sta? £. 606th Infentry Divisions ~ . 
Terme) tes @sRDE COKER, co of Division ZB PL RED lato mena 


=n 


: With + te ‘eeaaation of naetitiitoe s on “eho Division ‘Pronk ts intelligence activi-. 
ties were concentrated on the problem of sccuritys. CIC ad IPW teans concentrated — 
.m the task of “sereoning" prisoners of war, displaced persons md civilians, .. 

" 6egreratinc $5. pérsomel. an? investigating war ericinals, ‘The CIC and IPW teane 
were etations ad ator near the different ermps to facilitdte these netivities. “4 
total of appraxinately 13,000 pre goreys, of war, ab opt seed pardons and civilians 


Close liaieen was dntainad betwoun intell izeniee tears ave the Wistar’ 
Government dotachneut. The Nazi Party orceni zation was clic inated in the Area, 


ané the hicher party officials in exch tow Worse eyacunts d to the | Steabhla Seednd 
ae. Por further investiration.. os 


t 
w 


“Tn eeab. town within #he Divi: ian aréa 4h [ioe # force wee ‘gabjest: 40 spécial - 
euatna The Mayors of LUBTHSEN and NEDHAUS wore. peeeNnad The Heyer of shaadi 


LUST cord tted eens (eee Ra 


There vere uo. e1ses of pueee bates antivities and no proved oases of eu Ske 
So-called Terex sole activity Was not in svidence, Se Naas a 


hy * 


aL SO eae a _ PERSON, 


: “Aside from: the nor- al routine of G-1 nctivitios, the G1 Santion Was con— 
“eeracd primarily. yeas Vs 16 problems incifent to thé capture ‘cof many. thousands of : 
Geran prisoners of 3 .and the supervision. 5f the evacuation oF eberetad Allied - 


_pfisoners of war, anc tho evacuation oF Hiepiaed ae nA tlonal as: oe 


“ Aoninieur: esti: 24k ‘of the ee of. Berea: prisoners of war sie surrendered. oF 
to the 62d Airborne Division has becn set at 144, 3000), during the period subséquent 


to the cross sing of the ELBE River and the rapid: advance | %9°4 jumction with the © 
io forees Setwosn LUDYIGSL' "ST, and Peed Gers any the clinatic disintegra- 
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‘tion of Gertem formations in the area of THviaion responsibility presented am 
unparalleled situstion. ‘The. curreafsr of en Te O28. a Gu rapad task Bb ves 
impossible to concentrate the dePertei foc i. Division Coll 

seriously cepleting its sutaumbered strengta ty srovide suf 

aid process the tens of thousands of Germans 


eeting Points withsut 
- ie} 
ak 


Prisoners were disarmed m4 returacd to the rear to + 
PY Gage, vicinity of BEVENSON and HTMBURG Goernany on Poot « 
Boy aay 2 vo 
military vehicles 1s would run. Divine the first “wo days 
the roads from LUDNIGSLUST ts MEUAALS svsr the pouicon bridge 
the Crge in m apparently endless atroam, byeper to butp 


Ory de 
flowing with the bedraccled remnws of the Gercan Arey, The concentrations at the 
PY Coliceting Point at HIMBURC wore ineresidic, In sing) fields, more than 10,000 


x 

the ELBE River wis frozen md the areas of Division resgunsubility were finely 

delineated, tens of thousends of prieomers teken by the €24 wsre already in the 

are. of the adjacent division to the west of he 82d Aivbornc Division, Those 

within the Division arca were iseciately seerecated in rumerous PE Canne ond 

countede The tote] on hand was Foun? to he in excess of 44,000. This nutber was te 

inereased to exceed 69,000 when the 824 took svcr part of the area of the 8th. : 

Infantry Division, 


J o . 2 See * es ee a or # 2 32 ae fo ee wy EAT oes 
enemy soldiers stood shoulder to sheuvirer awling Cisposition, When traffic across 
ca 


These Canps were oremized aud azersted by Divisional units. Evacuation was 
Orgmized by the G-l Scction in liaison’ with 8th Gorgs (British), m4 coumenced on 
27 May with rail -ovencnts which. were completed by 30 Mays. drrancerents for this 


graud~scale evacuation were effected by the G-1. Section. 


Division Collecting Points +9 Sseriem and British Arsy points at LUNEBERG, HILS 
DESCHEIN and HAGENOY. dbs 


More than 10,009liberated Vlicd priemers oF war were processed throurh 


t 4 f a 
More then 20,000 displaced nationals,. both Faster and Ussterm, frau ¢o-bel- 
ligerent am conquered esuntries, were processed through Division "DP" Ganps, 
These persons were assenbled by ."freezinz" 911 those who Locked transportation, 
and by arrangenent with the Russians. itn the Oesps they were segresated by nation~ 
al groups, quartered, fed and de-loused. it the carliest aprortunity,. they were 
moved to various Second British Arny Distribution Paints at LUNEBERG, CELLE, HAGENOW 
SOLINGEN or S4LTAU, fron which Ccnters they were dispatched toward their homclends. - 
The segregation an 


| 
from the Division area wa 
i 


transfer of Displaced Persous within the Division area and 
8 accomplished with mininun usc of Division trensportation 
ers in excess. of 1500 wére moved in 4 sitirle day. Gl naintains 
ec lisison with British-Russien Liaison Groups amd Contact Points at SO"NIRIN, 
NEUSTAT, ard LUDPIGSL™ST and GRABOY, ALL. British transport conveying Russian 
-nationrls to the Russien lincs was reported to Gl tith advice as to the nunber of 
-lorries expected to retura enptys "DP" cacp covmaiders had their cAaaps orgenized 
80 that groups of any nationality could be assenbleé for ~ovorent on wm hour's 
notice of availability of vehicles. The British would route their returming 
supties to any designated Canp, reccive their loads amd clearance papers to cross 
the ELBE, ad tove these people te designated Reception Centers. When the 824 
Airborme relinquished control. of the area t+: the 5th British Division, all Displac- 
ed persons were concentrated 2b TREBS, Of the 2,000 renaininz, 1,800. were Italims eal 
no facilities having been arranzed by higher headquarters for the evacurtion of 
Italians. - cepa ; 

The sudden and dranatic termination oF the war was further enphasized by 
almost imnediate implenentation of the Army Reatjustzent and Redeploynent prograh. 
Six officers and 34 enlisted men were selected fron among those with high adjust.’ 
ec service rating scores. Although iustreetioas cid not require it, the Inspector - 
Seneral cooperated with G-l to inspect récords prior to departure on only 24 hour's 

notice. This initial croup was =oved fror: LUDVIGSLUST, Gerzany to Base Camps in 
the REIMS area by truck and then to the Reception Depot ncar LeHavre by trains 
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ee Wien féu days before the Di vielen Was “goneduled to “ove from. the ; 
MAS) pee ey Rago, 2 second Ree?justoont. and Pedevlowient ducta of 2 ade By are 
“D° “enlisted nen was reocived. All stecat’ was uede to units in accord vita thei ratios 
of. high ASR Scores t3 the Division total in the prisrity croupe of stiress Urice’ 
Jo were given 46 hours in whieh te. accotpl ish the processing of adtinisteative résords » 
~The imcinence sf .the nove precluded allotecnt of trucks %3° tové this peraonanl to -: == 


Base) and the entire group was coved in three days Sy ‘air. All @eteiie, Fron 
noverien t schedules toe prepsretisn of. prisssnrer Tanivests and (eis Loading Of. the 9. c's 
adrorart wero oereryiast sea hasia td by officers cf the G1 Scotion.. © oat 


cae oe 
\E § cree TY mech 
Mies * q ms 


“‘Divteion’ easel tise duriag operrtions.in tac ELBE River Sector were: as follow: | ie 


| Killed is Aption oo qa. eo Tas Wes Ei Be, 
Suv Mounded or Injured in Action 3 eae RS ye Lee 
Seer in Action .. POU eh Mey 3, fk pan Se 
ee ee el Seer Ma ise Rg as oa aR Gli hur a a AN ‘ 
Z ACD BvACUAT ARION : 
i vecant 92 the Division ne SLSS River ty the BLECZEDE areca also was) 
handicapsed by long motor by 
é 


tiles to ths railooa de at each cnd of the journey 
ane, ey. railway: sechanionl difficulties ay 
During the first Viele. oP ley, 1945, th 
related asencics continued to pp et the Bay 
East of the ELBE River, those sneratione hevi 
river on 30 April, ¢+4 controlied Sryarfic aye 
during the First 72 hours arte erthe crassing. 


‘ 
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£ the 82a Gaoes Division 2 = 
. Rede 4 systexatic, thorsuxt 2, st. All salvershle chery ; 
-eCuipment was esilested aa hed threuchsut the seetions 
Tais equiprent: consisted sf cssarted vehiclts, vast Rie 
stores 3? ocunition ctale) such cquipicht was inventor. °° - 


ied cercfully. and. cornt 


c A Later turned (over to the 
British 5 ch Division wha, 


cee 
on = 
ane 


ahiiiced Oy the 
Sood persons ae pte 


Appr tinetely 200). entry vehiol 
troops in servicine the thaudeats 3 
2 ered. Within the Division 4réa. 


* aH ‘ \ 


eae Tie tesk of rationins, 


persons within the areca was oe wors issued — - it th 
-, te the various natisnalities iSrieses yore Min, B:Gciel regpeed eetions * a 
(. Were eee to prasshere of vars. -. f Peis hey as ie ; ae 


nen Ab the close of the TRU Get weg epi atyesals for ¢ ovine the 
= Division from the LUDYIG SLUST ates back to ite base estips in the ‘SISOS ON ADGA. | 


Tas Polovwin= dajsr. ite. were . grone equipriont and suptlies oe Leet ora e the 


2, Division salvage. dumper wii ! ) A : “0 
Sagi GeO ERM - Assorted bracke and passenrer. ee ee Sag Eg HS ig AAS eal MINN Maha Sei Rta 
eae oh ee y Teas Half-tracks oA ANE ea SAT ' : ay aM t phe : 4 is ah * 


Scone - Ste . v5 
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Mortars, 60cm a UAE L7 
Mortars, Ble. Fog. O02 
Guns, Machine, MGs4 ete 537 
Bazookas Vike re 
Rifles a ANA Pale ° 
Artillery Sewmition 2h7, 705 rds 
Pnzerfausts 16,081 
Small Arms Ammumition 10,546,055 rds 
Grenades, all types: 16,266 
Radios, transtitting . “ti deat 
Radios, recsiving. 50 
Generators 57 
Wire : 175 miles 
Kitchens 7 
Busses ; i 
Locomotives pn ee 
Tractors ike 5 
Detonrtors ‘ 3,000 


NOTE: The above fisures ds not include 9 larce number of ve chicles and much ¢quip- 
ment evacuated across-the ELBE River and out of the Division rea issediately 
after surrender of the Gorasm Twenty-First irny. 


VI -- SiGisL ae : 


The adyanee echelon of the Sienal Company reinforced for the wove to the 
ELBE River found it neces sary, due to tactical reguirczicnts, to install two con- 
plete cormeand post installations ad prepare 2 wire net for a river crossinz, all 
vithin the space of a few days. “The main body of the Signal Compamy did not 
arrive in the area uwitil five hours before the River crossin: operation berm. 


At the beginning of May it was felt that the axis of commumication would be 
toward LEUSSOU or LOSSEN and wire tears beran Layine field wire in that direction 
but available open wire was surveyéd when the Division Co-mand Post was locates 
at LUDYIGSLUST. -It was found that by naling a nustber of repairs the coriercial 
overhead open wire ‘could be used for the 25 mile Division main axis of cormumica-_ 
tion . . i 


4 pl tehboars wis Left ot TEUFAUS and served the, Division units in that area 
for the rest of the tiomth. This instaltatim wis called the "Champion Switch" and 
later handled telephone calls to the two bridzes over: the ELBE River, "A" at 
DACHAU and "RB" at EL ECREDE for which the Division was Later responsible. 


The eotitereial téléphone exchante wis rendered cee a upon the Division's 
arrival at LUDVIGSLUST. A survey of the cormercial telephone system in the area 
showed that the following underground cables existed: 

One 98 pair cable to Berlin 
(This cable went throurh a repeater station at PoreL burs) « 


One 98 pair cable to Hanburg. 
(This cable wont throush 4 repeater station at Pitot! 


One 8 air cable to Valahn. 


Ong 98 pair cable from the Railway Station in Ludwizslust to the Rail way 
station at Harcnow, ; 


In addition to thé lone underersund eables, rest of the towne in the immediate 
vicinity were served by overheat spon wire. the LUDVIGSLUST Local switchboard 
was Local Automatic and the tauaiee were served manually, - | : 

On the 16th of May, upon blue of the Military Goverftient, a few local. 
phones for the tom of LUDYIGSLIST were installed. Telephowes weré installed for 
doctors, fAirics, food stores, fire staticns, 2d the like at the tite. 


smeMaT Aa 
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Two pairs in the underground cable tc Henbure wore used to connect Champion 
switchboard into the Henbura local sw: « HAMBURG was 3 Large ewitehing 
central, and this ewe the Division m outlet inte the main communication sy sten 

f the Nestera Front. 


In porPorcing an occupational fission, the Division was azain spreid over an 
aréa tuch larcer than its tables of equipuent were able to hendle. By repairing 
and utiligins commercial open wire and usine commercial underground cable the 
normal division systen was scon instelled. A total sf 375 miles of open wire 
wes “sintaines to accor G 


out in to Headquarters of Soviet mits, including 


Two telephone x 
2844h Russian Division. 


line to the 12st 


g@ and 


Alas 


XVIII Gorns Fi the a , and the @rpe! Sorat at 
tion résponsibiliti aneferred e Division. A Radio Link 
was established to ths Ninth trny ee y (Br). Wire lines 
wore established with the Ninth Army and the Sth fab tky Division. The British 


gent 4 radio téem to the Division to enter the ond face (Br) net, and the 82d 
also entered ono of the Ninth drony Radio ¢ 8 


Bin lL Bay Lee Mi 


itary Governtient office was locatcd in BLECKEDE, Kreis of 
LUNEBTRG. On 1 May 1945 is 


G45, Military Government roved with the Division seroas the 
ELBE I ered, sad a O71 800 May wes in LUDIGSLUST, the objective af the Division. 
Here beran 4 dod of Military Goverment whieh ra the ~acvt of SPeravions. 
initially, i ary Government wes sot us in LUDVIGSLUST snd the enti 
tactical bas cee ‘have and order was the rediate need. mh s wis attcined by the 
agpointrent of 51 nolice to eciitrol the civilian diesrder md uncertainty that 
prevailed, 


Pe 


ta 3 
te 
apg) 


Ths job that faced Military Governsent was an imposing one complicated by the 
presence of thoussnds ef fisplaced persons and prisoners of war in the Division 
are. From this chaos develoned _orcanization, adrinistration, law and order, 
and 4 setiblance of eeonovtie morcaley within * sériod of ten days. 

An early discovery of 8 esheentrrtion ean oct WOBBELIN wis made and arompt 
action wis taken. Sick under-tourished were mayed to 4 ntwly established 
haspitel ta LUDVIGSLUST w hey were sive card, cediesl trédtrent, ind proper 
HSUPL shen t. This Division Mi x OVEPAen stign initiated mass burials of 

‘3 31 g 


the atrocity vieti WSLA corononieson 7 May 1945 in LUDVIGSLUST at an espec- 
ially de 4 ovted ceretory Latated on + nis of the Duke of MECKLENBURG. ‘Two 
Kuitrer of these vietira were riees perforsed by Szerican Arny 
Chaplaias of ali relixioue fai déa by the o entire population of the 

2 a a 


cortunity, General GAVIY ele uilitary personnel. 


Durine the towth sore than £0, G00 ™estern™ dissiaced 


thelr journey hove, bein- processed throuch diaclaecd persons carps established by 
the Division 


£ 
at TRERS S, MALLISS, and the Lurtieree Fiele Gs LUDTIESLUST, As the 


Persons were started on 


month closed, there reznined oF ed Bia displ te ie eet eee o 


Division vrea, Tie eenents with Russiar 
forces. Por “ovement le 28 the) Approximately 
5,000 such refuress Vere © pale eeu the | ‘Rass eee Lines ee mutual arreesent with 

the Soviet forces. . + 


{Ll the essentials oP Military Governteont 
establishniont of ee - arder, re-ovel ant a: : 
ment of the Geotietiic life in the sree to include # 
tacn, public utilities, public welfare, amd the ane. 
Military Government Osurts supervising the elvil aduidr nieabiies 
More than 150 reneinden, | 
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imitially, upon occupation, imnediate surveys of captured cueny food and nodical 
supplies were made, such suzclics bein? frozen in warehouses established by the 
G-4 Section. Devsands were male upon the comunities for food stuffs, clothing, 
Gedieal suprlies, operation ma adsinistrative necessities for the speration and 
adrinistration of casps for displsced peraons. Bakeries vere re-established and 
put into maximum production, necessitatinz proeure sat of labor, raw fool stuffs, 
fuel; aid nowers The entire productive facilitics were piaced at the disposal of 
the..DP camps, 4 survey of the Clecthic zowor for the area indicated thet the 
sourees were in the hands of our Russian Mlliss, Notwithstmcine, separate sources 
of supcly of power were develozed, such sugplice being rationed for essential 


military and civilion néeds, 


% z 

In the course of the ronth, "wEM Day sccurred and Military Govern-cnt's 
traneition fron operstion unler SHAEF's directives fro- "\rior to defeat and sure 
render" to "after defeat ad surrender! wis scexmplished in 9a routine manter. 
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62D si TRFORNE DIVISION 
ACTION IN CENTRiL EUROPE 


APRIL. - MAY 1945 


PART THEE 


MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION AND MAPS 


$9 


neous Information: 

le Unit Comnenders and Renking Staff Officers. 
e Surrender of the Gernsn Twonty—Firet Army e 
4, Burial of Atrocity Victims. 


II Maps: 


le Routes of March, Base Camps to Colome trea, 
Cologne to Elbe River. 


2. Rhine River Defcnsc. 

3e Military Governme.t Areas in Colsee Sector. 
4, Elbe River Crossige. 

52 Operations 1-3 May 1945. 


6. Military Geeupstion trea 3 - 19 May 1945. 


7» Military Gccupation Srea 20 May — 1 June 19454 


Map No- 5 
Missing. 


seUEL 
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UNIT COM INDERS 


Commanding General 

Assistant Division Conrmander 
Division Artillery Coz:mancder 
Chief of Staff 

G~1 

GH2 

G—4 

G4 

\djutant General 

Chemical Officer 

Chaplain : 

Finance Officer 
Héadquarters Comriandant 
Inspcctor General 

Judge Advocate General 
Ordnance Officer 

Provost Marshal 


Quartermaster 

Signal Officer 

Surgeon 

CO, 325 Glider Infantry 

CO, 504 Parachute Infantry 

00,505 Parachute Infantry 

Executive Officer, Division Artillery 
319th Glider FA Battalion 

Z20th Glider FA Battalion 

376th Parachutes FA Battalion 

456th Pavachute FA Battalion : 

80th Airborne dnti-4irorsft Battalion 
307th Airborne Nnginecr Battalion 

82d Airborne Signal Company 

507th Airbome hedicai Company 

407th 4irborne Quartermaster Company 
782d Airborme Ordnance Meintenance Co. 
82d Parachute Maintenance Uompany 
Division Headquarters Company 
Headquarters Battery, Division irtillery 
Special Troops 

Division Resonnaissance Platoon 
Division Military Police Platoon 


oO, 
OO; 


“ 
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WD RANKING STAFF OFFICERS 


Major Gen. JAMES M. CAVIN 


Brice Gon. IRA P. SWIFT 
Brice Gene FRANCIS A. MARCH 
Col, ROBERT H. VIEVECKE 
Lt. Col. ALFRED 7. IRELAND 
Lte Col. WALTER Y. WINTON, 
Lt. Cole JOHN! NORTON 

Lte Cole ALBERT C. MARIN 
Lt. Col. HAURICH E. STUART 
Lt. Col. JCHN P. GEIGER 
Major GEORGE B. tOoDs: 

Lte Col. WILLIAN EF. JOHNSON 
Capte GHORCE J. CLAUSSEN 

Capt. WILLIAM E. JONES 

Lte Col. NICHOLIS EH. 4LLEN 

Lt. Col. MAYO S. SILVEY 

Major FREDURICK G. MeOOLLUM ; 
Major PAUL Be VAUPEL (fr 23 May) 
Lt. Col. JOHN W. MOHRMAN 

Lt. Gol. ROBERT E. FURIAN 

Lt. Col. WEZLIAM C. LINDSTROI: 
Cole CHARLES Ee BILLI“GSLEA 
Cole REUBEN H. TUCKER 

Col. WILLIA.. Ee EXMAN 

Col. WILBUR H. GRIFFITH 

Lt. Cole JNiMS 9. TODD 

Lt. Col. PiUL E. WRIGHT 

Lt. Col. ROBERT WV. NEPTUNE 

Lt. Col. VaGHER J. D' ALLESSIO 
Lta Col. RAYIOND E. SINGLETON 
tba Col. £DYIN A. BEDELL 

Capt. RIG oe E. NERF 

Major JE: 
Major 
Capte. 
Capt. * 
Capt. 
Capt. 
Major 
let Lt. JOSEPE V. DIVAST 

Major Frederick Ge McCollum 
Major PSUL E. VAUPEL (Fr 23 May) 


“IRe 


EEF ne, JR. 
TYLEE COOPER 
ROBERT B. PATTERSON 
TONY Je RABIL 
WILLIAM H. JOHNSON 
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SCHEOUL?2 OF ATTACHMENTS 


UNIT DATE SUB-ATTACHMEITS DATE OF  DATRORF DATE OF 
ATCED SUB A REL IEF REL IEF 
SUB A FROM DIV 
(Organic Units) 
307 Abn ae Co A to 325 G.I. 4 Apr 1412co0 ies 
Engr Bn Co 6 to 504 P.I. 4 Apr 141200 
Ge B te 505 P.t. 4 Apr 152400 
80 Abn — Btry E to 425 A Apr 141 200 
44 Bn Btrys C & D to A Apr 141206 
504 
Btrys 1 & F to 4 Apr 141200 
505 
3d Pn — To Div Res. 8lmm 4 Apr 17 Apr 
325 Gale Mort Plat to 504 061945 071100 
319 @. FA Bh == To 320 G. FA Bn 170800 251200 us 
376 P. FA Bn —~ To 504 P.l. | 170800 =. 24.2215 ee 
456 P. FA Po —= > 505 F.1. 17C800 242215 fonts 
80 Abn AA Bo To 505 P.I. 220800 242215 ex 


(Non-Organic Units) 


666 QM Trk Co — as 
31 Inf 0408 29 | 042330 
Al7 FAGp © O4C829—Ss General Support 161200: 
746 FA Bn 0408 29 General Support 040829 141800 * 
(8" How) 
672 FA Bn. O40829 General Support 142400 ** 
(155 How) 
541 FA Bn L2L7A5 General Support 161200 
(155 Gun) 
805 FA Bn 040829 ~—s General Support a 161200 
(155 How) 
546 FA Bn 110130 General Support 161200 
790 FA Bn 102200 General Support : 140330%* 
74 Gal Gen Co 041500 3d Sec to 504 A Apr 141200 210800 
lst Sec, 2 Sqds 
A See to 505 6 Apr 132400 
20 ec, 2 Egde 
A Base to 325 6 Apr 141200 
2 Sud3 4 Sec to 
504 ' 6 Apr 141200 
-~ 2 - 
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UNIT DATE 
ATOHD 
417 FA Gp 
746 FA Bn 


74 FA Bo 181200 
541 FL Ba 181200 
12 TD Gy 181200 
661 FA Bn 181200 
942 FA Bn 181200 
3d Co, 22 210800 
Belge. Fuse 
Bn 


294 FA Obs Bn 250600 


1130 Combat 250600 
Engr Bn 


80 Abn 
AA Bn 


307 Abn 
Engr Bn 


2d Bn 325 G1 
666 QM Tri Co 


2380 FA Bn 27 Apr 


580 AWA Bn =. 271930 


25 May 

15 inf 281200 
(8 Div) 

AS FA Bn 261200 


605 TD Bn 281820 


4 Royals (Br) ; 
Sqdn A 291200 


740 Tk Bn 291700 
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SUB-ATTACEMEN TS DATE OF 
SUB A 

417 FA Gp 181200 
417 F! Gp 

47 FA 4p 

417 FA Gp 

At? FA Gp 241 200 
12 TD Gp 181200 
12 TD Gp 181200 
661 FA Bn 210800 


For movement to new area 


For movement to new area 


Elbe River Phase 
(Oreenic) 


Btrys A, E, Fto 291730 


205 
Btry C0 to 504 302300 
Co B to 505 290600 


1 plat Co C to 302200 
504 


OCB 7 Armd Div 021000 


4 


(sfon—U rsanic) 


Div Arty 27 Apr 


trys B& D to 290600 
505 


Div irty 24 May 


Co if to 505 291830 
34 Bn to Div Res 29 dor 
5d Bo te 121 Inet 301900 


15th In¢ 281200 
i. ae 302300 
Co A to 505 012320 
Co B.to 325 020830 
Co 6 to 504 020850 
Bn to 307 Ener 042300 


Direct Supt 505 


Co 4 to 505 302300 

Go C to 504 302300 

Co B to 121 302300 
RESTRIC TED 


DATE OF 
RELIEF 
SUE A 


241,200 
241200 


040815 


040815 


040815 
040815 


(022400 


170700 . 
300130 


C5 June 


301900 


302300 


020830 
040815 
040815 
151500 


012100 
012100 


=e 


DATE OF 
RELIEF 
FROM DIV 
251200 
251200 
251200 
251200 
251200 
251200 
251200 
251 200 


251800 


2619C0 


170700 
021000 
05 June 


302400 
011205. - 


011205 


151500 


021200 


012100 
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UNIT DATE SUB-ATT, “HMENTS DATE OF DATE 


OF DATE OF 
ATCED SUB A PEL TEP REL LEP 
SUB A FROM DIV 
644 TD Ba 291700" 1 plat, Co 4 to 504 302300 012100 012100 
L plat, Co 4 to 505 402200 012100 
Co A, 89 cml 291800 To 505 291800 302300 090800 
Ba To 504 302400 90800 
121 In? Z01S00 011205 
56 FA Bn 201900 fo 121 ane 201900 011205 
Co C, 89 Cel 301960 To 121, int 301900 011205 
Bn 
CCB, 7 Srnd OL May Go G, 814 TD bn to) 8602 Ma 031020 041 200 
Div 225 
Go D, 31 Ts Ba to C2 ov 031820 
504 
205 FA Gp 031200 T> Div Arty 042300 170700 170700 
207 FA Bn 031200 To “iv irty 042200 170706 170706 
768 Fi 031200 To Div irty 042300 170700 170700 


* Reld frratchd 417 FA Gp 141800, converted to Special Cuards, atchd-to 82d __ 
Abn Divs 


** Reld atehd 417 FA Gp as vell as fr 82d Abn Div. 


ts OF ime 


“RESTRIC TED 
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REDOAD OF THE UNGONDITION WL SURRENDER OF THE GERMAN 21ST ARMY TO THE 82D 


‘DIVISION, 022150 MAY 1945 


HEADQUARTERS 82D AIRBORNE DIVISION 
Office of the Division Cotmander 


LUDVIGSLUST, GERMANY 
2 May 1945 


I, Lieutenant General von Tippelskirch, Commanding General of 2lst German 
Army, hereby wconditionslly surrender the 2let German Army, and all of its 
attachments, md equipment aad appurtenances thereto, to the Commanding General 
of tho 62d Airborne Division, United 4 States Arny. This unconditional capitula— 
tion is valid only for those troops of 2ist Army which pass through ‘the American ° 
Lines. ‘ ck 


LUDVIGSLUST, GERMANY 
2 - Mai 1945 


. Teh, General der Infantrie von Tippol skirch, komaanderender Gonoral der 
21. deutschen Iruce, usbergehe hicrmit bedinsuigslos dic sete und deten Zubchoer, 
en den ommandierenden Geners] der 62, Fallschirmjacgcer Division, Vereiniget 
Staaten irmee, Diese bedinzungsioss Rapitul xhdon gilt nur fuer dicjcnigen 
Truppen der 216 Armce vciche dic amcrikenischen Linicen passicrcne 


/sf von Tippelskirch 
von Tippelskirch 
‘General der Infentrie 


 LUDVIGSLUST, GERMANY 


\ecepted. 
; /s/ Jamcs. M. Gavin 
JAS M, GAVE 
Major Gcneral, Us 5. oss 
RESTRICTED 
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BUREAL OF ATIOOTTY vioTINS ; 
Funeral services were held on the morning of 7 Nay at LUDVIGSLUST for 200 
of the approximately 1,000 men whose bodies were found at a German concentration 
camp at WOBBELIN, Germs civilimns of every social strate end occupation in 
LUDVICSLUST resoved the bodies from the concentration canp end prepared them for 
burial, dug the graves, and filled the graves after the services. The rites were 
attended by citizens of the city, 9 representative group of esptured Germ arny | 
officers, md several hundred officers and nen of the 624 \irborne Division. The 
following purpose of the services was read by Hajor (Chaplain) George Woods, Divi 
sion Chaplain. 


"We are assetibled here today before God and in the sight of men to give a 
proper md decent burial to the viectins of .trocities committed by armed forces 
in the nae md by the order of the Gernm Governzont., These 200 bodics wore 
found by the Auecriesan arny in 2 concentration caup four niles north of the city 
of LUDVYIGSLUST. 


"The crimes here committed in the naze oP the German people and by their 
acquiescence were minor cozpared to those to be found in concentration camps. else- 
where in Germany, Here there were no gis chumbers, no crematoria; these nen of 
Holland, Russia, Poland, Czechosloveria, and France were simply allowed to starve 
to death. Within four miles of your comfortable hoses 4,000 men were forced to 
live like anincls, deprivel even of the food you would give your dogs. In- three © 
weels 1,000 of these nen were starved to death; 800 of then were buried in pits 
in the nearby toods, Thess 200 who lic before us in these graves were found pile 
four and five Zoot high in one building and lying with the sick and dying in 
other buildings. sy 


crines were never clearly brought to Light watil the armies of the United Nations 
overran Gernany. This is not war as conducted by international rules of warfare. 
This is murder such 28 is not 6ven inom AMON SAVACOB., 


"The World his long been horrified et the crinea of the Gernan nation; these 


"Thou gh you clair ne knowledge of these cts you are still individually and 
collectively responsiple for thess surocities, for they were committed by & gover _ 
ment elected to office by. yourselves in i959 end continued in office by your in- 
difference to orgenized brutal iy. It should be the firm resolve of the Gernm 
people that never agcin should my leader of party bring then to such moral’ de- 
gradation as is exhibited here. Thais 


"Tt is the custom of the United States Army through ites Chaplein's Corps to 
insure 2 proper and decont burial to any deceased person whether he be civilian 
or soldier, friend or foc, according to religious preferenca. The Supreme. Con. 
mander of the Allied Forcea has ordered that all atrocity victins be buricd 
in a public pleee, and that the cenetery be given ‘the sane personal care. that is 
fiven to all military cencteries. Crosses will be placed at the heads of the-: 
graves of Christians and Stars of Dovid at the heads of the groves of Jews: 4 
stone tonutent will be set up in nerory. of those deceased. Protestmt, Catholic 
and Jewish prayers will be said by Chaplains Yood, Hannan and Wall of the 82a Air- 
borne Division for these victins as we lay then to rest and commit them into the 
hends of our Heavenly Father in the hope that the world will not again be faced 
with such barbarity." ; 
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82D AIRBORNE DIVISION 


ACTION IN CENTRAL EUROPE 


PART FOUR 
DISTRIBUTION 
Airborne Headquarters Adjacent Headquarters (Cont'd 
FAA 15 207th FA Bn 1 
XVIII Corps (bn) 15 768th FA i) 
llth Abn Div 2 Co A, 89th Col Bn 1 
13th 4bn Div 2 Co GC, 89th Cul Bn l 
17th Abn Div 2 
LOlst Abn Div 2 Lower Headquarters 
lst Br 4bn Corps 2 325th Gliling’ 50 
lst Br 4bn Div 2 504th Prcht Inf 50 
6th Br 4bn Div 2 505th Prcht Inf 50 
Prcht Sch 2 Hq & Hq Btry, Div irty 10 
Abn Board 2 319th Gli FA Bn 15 
320th Gli FA Bn 15 
Higher Headquarters 376th Prcht FA Bn 15 
corer Pywa oS 456th Preht FA Bn 15 
USFET Rear 3 80th Abn AA Bn 15 
AC of S, G2, OPD, 307th Abn Engr Bn 15 
WD GS . 4O7th Abn QM Co 5 
War Dept 3 307th Abn Med Co 5 
21 AG (Br) 6 782d ‘bn Ord Maint Co 5 
. 82d Abn Sig Co 5 
Adjacent Headquarters Div Hq Co 2 
8th Inf Div 1 Sp Trs 2 
7th Armd Div 1 82d Abn Prcht Maint Co 2 
CCB, 7th Armd Div 1 82d Abn Ren Plat 2 
84th Inf Div 1 82d Abn MP Plat 2 
86th Inf? Div 1. 666th QM Trk Co 2 
97th Inf Div 1 
13th Armd Div 1 Offices Within Division 
417th FA Gp 1 CG J 
12th TD Gp- 1g Asst CG a al 
205th FA Gp 1 CAS . iL 
746th FA Bn i G1 1 
74th FA Bn 1 G~2 i) 
541st FA Bn 1 G35 il 
661st FA Bn 1 Gt 1 
942d FA Bn 1 AG File 1 
15th Int 1 Sp Trs O's Club 1 
3d Co, 22 Belg Fus Bn 1 IG 1 
280th FA Bn al Sig oO 1 
580th AAA Bn 1 Chen 0 1 
43rd FA Bo 1 Fin 0 1 
605th TD Bn l Ja uu 
740th Tk Bn 1 Div Surg 1 
Sqdn 4, 4th Royals 1 Ord O l 
644th TD Bn Zi QM 1 
121st Inf 1 $S0 1 
56th FA Bn 1 Engr au 
PRO 1 
Div Assn 2 
Div Historian 2 
Hq Condt L 
MGO 1 
Ey 36 i George C Melahn 505th PIR 
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Vee 


ean sy Copies 

Gen. Marshall ib 
Gene ane 1 
Field Marshal Monteomery 1 
Gen. ‘Bradley 

Gen. Brereton 

Gene JeCeoilse Lee 
Gen. Ridgeway 

Gen, Gavin 

Gen. Perks 

Gen, March 

Cen. Swift 

Gon. Thrasher (Qisc) 
Col. Tucker 

Col. Blaze 

Cole Vienecke 

Col. Billin 
Supte (SMA 
C & GS School 

Inf School 

Field 0's with Div 
at time, One each 87 (est) 
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